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Current Trends 


Urban renewal project notes totaling $135 million. ..representing 50 local issuing 
agencies. .. were sold in late June at an average interest rate of 2.84 percent. Average interest 
rate for the $172 million of project notes sold a month earlier was 2.99 percent. 


Private mortgage insurance written during May set a monthly record... according to 
HUD. Private mortgage insurers reported a record number of new applications. . . 74,783 
during May. New certificates of insurance issued... 50,860... totaled a record $1.74 billion. 
This was 19 percent greater than the prior month and nearly 60 percent more than the same 
month in the previous year. During the first quarter of the year... private insured homes 
accounted for 12.5 percent of the total dollar volume of mortgage loans originated. May 
could reach a record monthly single-family mortgage activity level, the record dollar volume 
of private mortgage insurance written suggests. The record level of new applications forecasts 
heavy mortgage lending in June. Total private mortgage insurance in force on 1-4 family 
mortgages at the end of May was $53.3 billion. .. $10.1 billion greater than a year ago. 


State and local government employment rose slightly, and Federal employment 
declined during the fiscal year ending in October 1976, = Census Bureau reports. The 
employment total for State and local governments was 12.2 million in October 1976 and 
12.1 million a year earlier. The number of Federal civilian employees declined during the 
same period from 2.9 to 2.8 million persons. The employment increase for State and local 
governments was 0.7 percent over the previous fiscal year while the decline in Federal 
employment amounted to 1.6 percent. In all...there were slightly more than 15 million 
public employees in the United States in October 1976. 


* 


Secretary Signs Canadian Agreement 


Secretary Harris visited Canada on June 28-29, as the guest of Canadian Minister of 
State for Urban Affairs... Andre Ouellet 


The purpose of the visit was to sign a Memorandum of Understanding establishing a 
broad framework for cooperation between HUD and the Ministry of State for Urban Affairs 
in areas of mutual interest. 


In Ottawa. ..the Secretary was briefed on Canadian housing and urban development 
. including programs of the Central Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC). She also 
observed a question period at a session of Canada’s House of Commons. 


The Secretary also visited Montreal and examined housing and urban developments of 
particular interest in and around the city... including the notable Mirabel area development 
project... which includes Montreal’s International Airport. Mayor Drapeau of Montreal was 
host at a luncheon in Mrs. Harris’ honor. 


Accompanying Mrs. Harris was Raymond Struyk... Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Research and Demonstration, and Tila Maria de Hancock... Assistant to the Secretary for 
International Affairs. 





10 Regional Administrators Appointed 


Secretary Harris has announced the appointment of the Regional Administrators to 
head the 10 Regional Offices of HUD. In making the announcement. . . the Secretary said: “I 
am proud of this team. They have a wide range of experience and academic backgrounds. 
Two are women, the first appointed to these important field posts. I feel we have a 
dedicated team to achieve the Carter Administration’s goal of alleviating housing deprivation, 
revitalizing our cities, and improving the lives of our urban residents.” 


Mrs. Harris pointed out that two of the appointees... including one woman... are 
black, and one is Hispanic. Each will serve as the Secretary’s chief representative in HUD’s 10 
Regional Offices throughout the Nation... and will be responsible for the administration and 
management of HUD programs within each area. 


The new Administrators are: 

Region I (Boston) covering Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
Rhode Island and Vermont. Edward Thomas Martin. Mr. Martin...a resident of Boston 
... most recently served as Administrative Assistant to Senator Edward M. Kennedy. 


Region II (New York City) covering New York, New Jersey, Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, and the Territory of the Virgin Islands. Thomas Appleby. Mr. Appleby, a 
resident of New York, most recently served as Administrator of the Housing and Develop- 
ment Administration, City of New York. His appointment will be effective September 1. 


Region III (Philadelphia) covering Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West 
Virginia, and the District of Columbia. Thomas C. Maloney. Mr. Maloney, a resident of 
Wilmington, Delaware, served from 1973 to 1977 as Mayor of Wilmington. 


Region IV (Atlanta) covering Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee. Alfred Russell Marane. Mr. Marane, a resident of 
Atlanta, most recently served as Assistant Vice President of Hensley-Schmidt, Inc., counseling 
engineers and planners. 


Region V (Chicago) covering Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, and 
Wisconsin. Ronald Gatton. Mr. Gatton, a resident of Washington, D.C., most recently served — 
as Director of the Housing Assistance Project, U.S. Conference of Mayors. 


Region VI (Dallas) covering Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas. 
Thomas J. Armstrong. Mr. Armstrong, a resident of New Orleans, has served as Director of 
HUD’s New Orleans Area Office since 1971. 


Region VII (Kansas City, Mo.) covering Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, and Nebraska. William 
O. Anderson. Mr. Anderson...a resident of Maryland...most recently served as Acting 
Deputy Director of HUD’s Office of Field Support, Community Planning and Development. 


Region VIII (Denver) covering Colorado, Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, 
Utah, and Wyoming. Betty Jane Miller. Ms. Miller... of Golden, Colorado. ..has recently 
served as Executive Director of the Colorado Department of Local Affairs. 


Region IX (San Francisco) covering Arizona, California, Hawaii, and Nevada. Emma 
D. McFarlin. Ms. McFarlin. ..of Los Angeles. ..most recently served as Associate Professor 
of Urban Planning, UCLA School of Architecture and Urban Planning. 


Region X (Seattle) covering Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, and Washington. George J. 
Roybal. Mr. Roybal. ..of Bellevue, Washington. . . most recently served as Assistant Regional 
Administrator for Equal Opportunity in the HUD Region X Office. 


ad Posicakd . 


National Association of Counties... Annual Convention... Detroit, July 23-27. 
Details: NACo, 1735 New York Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006 (202/785-9577). 


National Association of Home Builders...Seminar on Apartment Maintenance, 
Repair, and Energy Conservation. .. Columbus, Ohio, August 11-12. Details: Department of 


Training and Education, NAHB, 15th & M Streets, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005. 
(202/452-0200). 





Secretary Stresses Commitment to Cities 


Speaking to the Annual Meeting of the U.S. Conference of Mayors in Tucson 
... Secretary Harris assured the cities that they would receive a more sympathetic ear than 
they had been getting in recent years. The following is excerpted from her remarks: 


The Carter Administration is aware of its need to be responsive to your needs and 
to be involved in what we do together. 


@ The recently established 18-member Mayors Advisory Committee is an example of 
how that need will be met. 


e The advice and policy recommendations coming from the Mayors will provide the 
Department with your perspectives as we formulate the community development and housing 
initiatives for 1979 and subsequent fiscal years. 


e In short...the day of national urban policy being conceived in Washington, 
directed from Washington, and controlled by Washington is over. We want your help and 
support. We will continue to ask for it. 


@ We are committed to building a partnership with you. We may argue from time to 
time, but from those arguments we expect to find consensus. 


@ Ten years ago, the mood of this Conference would have been very different. The 
conversations, the topics, the agenda. . . would have been different. 


Pointing to the current situation. . . she said that: 


@ Between March 1975 and March 1976... central cities sustained an incredible net 
population loss of 2 million people. 


e In the 15 largest metro areas... jobs are shifting to the suburbs at an alarming rate; 
the central cities’ share of metro jobs dropped from 63 percent in 1960 to 52 percent in 
1970, to less than 5O percent today. 


e In central cities in 15 years, the percentage of poor people who are black has risen 
from 37 percent to nearly 50 percent. 


e It is estimated that today 6 million American fami: 2s live in inadequate housing, 
and that an equal number pay a disproportionate amount of their income for shelter. 


The Secretary went on: “It is a matter of direct concern for all of us that America’s 
older cities are financially distressed. Parts of urban America are becoming what our new 
Assistant Secretary for Neighborhoods, Geno Baroni, describes as ‘Black, Brown, and Broke’. 
We share the concern of central city mayors which are growing concerns to all of you. I 
know that you share these concerns. You live with them. You work with them. They are 
also our concerns. 


“I came to HUD with the specific intention of being an advocate for completing the 
unfinished business of America’s cities. 


“Our new strategy will present a full spectrum of programs to respond to its diverse 
universe of housing and community development constituents. 


““Again, let me stress that we want to make these programs effective tools for local 
public and private leadership to use. 


“We believe that Federal Programs which enable you as Mayors and political leaders 
to demonstrate the leadership skills that put you in office are effective Federal Programs. We 
want to encourage local initiative and creativity in putting together a new partnership of 
local government and private enterprise with Federal support to revitalize our cities.” 





Comments Invited on Mobile Home Warranties 


HUD is a participant. .. along with the Federal Trade Commission. . . in the formula- 
tion of rules covering the disclosure of warranty rights, systems to insure the performance of 
warranty obligations, etc. in mobile homes. FTC has requested public comments on new 
regulations governing mobile homes and has scheduled two public hearings in the near future. 
The Regulations and details were published in the Federal Register of May 23, 1977... page 
26,398. 


July 28 is the deadline for comments on the proposed FTC rules. .. which state that 
it is unfair or deceptive to provide a warranty for a mobile home unless the warrantor 
establishes and maintains a regular and effective system to assure that consumers will receive 
full warranty benefits from manufacturers, authorized dealers, or third parties. Written 
comments should be submitted... in triplicate...to Raymond L. Rhine, FTC, Washington, 
D.C. 20580. Please mark envelope Mobile Home Comments. 


The public hearings on the proposed rules are scheduled for September 12 at the FTC 
Building in Washington...and on December 5 in Room 12470 of the Federal Building in 
San Francisco. Those wishing to testify at either hearing should submit verbatim statements 
as follows: for Washington...to Charles A. Taylor HI, F7C, Washington, D.C. 50580 
(202/523-3660). For San Francisco... Fred C. Austin, FTC, Room 12470 Federal Building, 
San Francisco 94102 (415/556-1270). 


Of particular interest to FTC are oral and written comments concerning possible 
alternatives. ...and in any suggested revisions which may be necessary to avoid any overlaps 
or inconsistencies with the Mobile Home Act Regulations issued by HUD. 


In addition to HUD and FTC... the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 
the Bureau of Motor Carrier Safety of the Federal Highway Administration. .. both in the 
Department of Transportation... the Veterans Administration, and the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission. . . all have an involvement in some aspect of Mobile Home Standards. 
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